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Your Reference EN020027 

 

Dear Ms Hunt 

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc 

The proposed Norwich to Tilbury Development Consent Order  

Applicant’s Deadline 4 submission 

 

Introduction  

This letter sets out the Applicant’s submissions into the examination at Deadline 4. 

The Rule 8 letter [PD-011] requires the submission of: 

• Written post-hearing submissions. 

• Applicant’s mid-examination update to Statements of Common Ground. 

• Mid-examination update to report on interrelationship with other infrastructure documents. 

• The applicant’s updated documents and application guide. 

• Submission of policy compliance tracker document. 

• Comments on any further information or submissions received by Deadline 3. 

• Any further information requested under rule 17. 

 

A full list of all documents and a note on whether the document supersedes a previous version 
of the document is attached at Appendix 1. 

 

Written post-hearing submissions 

 

The Applicant provides summaries of its oral submissions made at the hearings held during the 
week commencing 27 April 2026 and also responses to the Action Points from Issue Specific 
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Hearing 2 (ISH2) [EV9-023] and Action Points from Compulsory Acquisition Hearing 2 (CAH2) 
[EV10-013] in the following documents: 

• 8.5.6 Applicant's Written Summary of Oral Submissions to Compulsory Acquisition Hearing 2. 

• 8.5.7 Applicant's Written Summary of Oral Submissions to Issue Specific Hearing 2. 

• 8.5.8 Applicant's Response to Issue Specific Hearing 2 Action Points. 

• 8.5.9 Applicant's Response to Compulsory Acquisition Hearing 2 Action Points. 

 

Applicant’s mid-examination update to Statements of Common Ground (SoCG) 

 

The applicant encloses an updated version of its Draft Statement of Common Ground Overview 
document and updated SoCG.  The full list of updated SoCG is contained in Appendix A.  

 

The Applicant has been engaging with stakeholders to progress SoCGs, focusing on moving 
matters to (ideally) ‘agreed’ or (in other cases) ‘not agreed’ so it is clear to both parties and the 
Examining Authority what matters remain under discussion and require further engagement. In 
some instances, the Applicant has submitted the SoCGs at Deadline 4 reflecting the Applicant’s 
updated positions, and will work with stakeholders to submit their updates at Deadline 5. 

 

 

Mid-examination update to report on interrelationship with other infrastructure 
documents. 

The Applicant provides the mid-examination update to 8.4.3 - Report on Interrelationship with 
Other Infrastructure Projects, as requested in the Examining Authority’s Rule 6 Letter [PD-009]. 
The updated report takes into account the new projects considered in Environmental Statement 
Chapter 17 - Cumulative Effects Addendum, also submitted at this deadline, and reflects 
progress with the Applicant’s coordination of the Project with other projects since Deadline 1. As 
requested in Examining Authority's Written Questions 1 [PD-014], the Applicant has also 
included: 

• The East Pye Solar NSIP (in response to question GEN 1.10) 

• The plans requested by questions GEN 1.14, DES 1.8 and GEN 1.15 

The Applicant also has considered developer and local authority responses to questions GEN 
1.9 and GEN 1.17 in this update of the report.   

 

The applicant’s updated documents and application guide 

 

At this deadline the Applicant has updated a number of documents. These fall into two 
categories:   

Firstly, there are those updated to incorporate the proposed changes at Bulphan (Change 
Request 1) (Section H of the Project) and Little Bromley (Change Request 2) (Section C of the 
Project) following the ExA’s procedural decision to accept the changes [PD-016]. These 
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documents were identified by the Applicant in Table 2.1 of the Schedule of changes to the DCO 
application documents submitted with Proposed Change Application 1 [CR1-013] and Proposed 
Change Application 2 [CR2-013]. Some of the documents identified in Table 2.1 of CR1-013 
and CR2-013 were updated at Deadline 3 (see REP3-002) as requested by the ExA in PD-016, 
therefore, Appendix 2 sets out the remainder of application documents updated as a result of 
the proposed changes for Deadline 4. Many of these changes simply reflect the amended order 
limits.   

Secondly there are documents that are updated for a range of other reasons.  These are set out 
in Appendix 3.  Some documents appear in both tables where there is more than one reason for 
the change.  

 Submission of policy compliance tracker document 

 

In the Rule 6 Letter [PD-009], the Examining Authority requested National Grid to provide:  

• A National Policy Statement Tracker, which sets out the changes/modifications to any 
relevant updated National Policy Statement (NPS)  

• A tracker related to any other new government policy intentions for energy and critical energy 
infrastructure that are not addressed within the NPSs  

• Updates with regard to the draft NPPF (published December 2025).   

 

In addition, the Examining Authority also requested a tracker on any National Development 
Management Policies (NDMP) and development plan documents published for consultation or 
adopted as National Grid considers them to be relevant to the Project.  

 

The Examining Authority requested the production of a Policy Compliance Tracker for Deadline 
1 [REP1-133], Deadline 4, and Deadline 7. 

 

This iteration of the Policy Compliance Tracker for Deadline 4 incorporates an assessment of 
the Project against emerging and adopted policies issued between 13 February and 17 May 
2026. 

In addition, this policy compliance tracker incorporates responses from Local Planning 
Authorities and Parish Councils to the Examining Authority Written Question GEN 1.3 

 

The Applicant would note that since the publication of 8.4.2 Policy Compliance Tracker [REP1-
133] there have been no updates to report on, regarding the following documents:  

 

• Consultation Draft National Planning Policy Framework  

• National Development Management Policies   

• Transitional Regional Energy Strategic Plan. 
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Comments on any further information or submissions received by Deadline 3 

A number of additional submissions were accepted into the examination at, or in advance of, 
Deadline 3. The Applicant has reviewed these documents and provided a  response where 
content is directed to the Applicant and the Applicant considers it would be useful for the 
purposes of the examination to address a new point, provide a correction, or signpost to 
information provided elsewhere in the Applicant’s documents that provides a response. In some 
cases, this is a cross reference to a response previously provided by the Applicant where this 
addresses the point made.  These responses are contained in the following documents: 

• 8.4.9 - Applicant's Comments on any Further Information or Submissions Received by 
Deadline 3. 

• 8.4.10 - Applicant's Comments on Responses to ExQ1. 

• 8.4.10.1 - Applicant’s Comments on Pylons East Anglia Response to ExQ1. 

 

Any further information requested under rule 17 

 

Since Deadline 3 the ExA have issued two information requests under rule 17.  These were 
issued on 17 April 2026 [PD-019] and 7 May 2026 [PD-020].  

 

Rule 17 letter issued on 17 April 2026 

 

There were 4 items covered in the rule 17 letter issued on 17 April 2026 [PD-019] and these are 
addressed below. 

 

 

Ancient Woodland Technical Note 

 

An Ancient Woodland Technical Note (AWTN) parts 1 to 5 [REP3-058] to [REP3-062] was 
submitted at deadline 3.  In the Examining Authority’s rule 17 letter dated 17 April [PD-019], the 
context for the AWTN was helpfully summarised and the Examining Authority noted that the 
Environmental Statement (ES) was considered to be adequate as part of the acceptance 
process. The Applicant has been asked in this context to explain its position on the question of 
whether the AWTN should be classified as “further information” in respect of regulation 20 of the 
Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (the EIA 
Regulations). 

The AWTN was prepared in response to Natural England’s updates to the Ancient Woodland 

Inventory in Essex in July 2025 and Suffolk in October 2025. Those additional updates post-

date the data used to inform the original assessments in the Environmental Statement at the 

date of the application submission, and so to that extent we are updating the environmental 

information to account for them.  This is not an unusual position in large infrastructure cases 

where the application and examination process extend over a long period. Such submissions 

(often described as “supplemental” or “addendum” information) are common in DCO 

applications and examinations into them.   
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We have considered whether or not the AWTN containing these updates is “further information”, 
as specifically defined in regulation 3 of the EIA Regulations.  Upon reflection and examining 
issue further, the Applicant considers that the AWTN is not “further information” as defined in 
the EIA Regulations. The content of the AWTN does not impact the Examining Authority’s ability 
to reach a reasoned conclusion on the likely significant effects on ancient woodlands.  Ancient 
woodlands were already a feature of the assessment in the Environmental Statement, as was 
the likely effect of the proposed mitigation (which is similarly proposed for the newly designated 
ancient woodlands).  The subsequent designation of new ancient woodlands merely results in 
more of the same type of assessment and conclusion.  As a result, there can be no suggestion 
that the AWTN was, or is, required in order to make the ES technically and lawfully acceptable, 
which is the relevant test.  

The Applicant’s view is supported by Russell Harris KC and is in line with conclusions reached 
on many other DCOs in similar circumstances, albeit we appreciate each decision is based on 
its own facts.   

 

Approach to Scenarios  

 

Land to the south of Tilbury North Substation: Scenario B 

The Rule 17 letter requests the submission, at Deadline 4, of the relevant documents and plans 
relating to the adoption of Scenario B in respect of land to the south of Tilbury North Substation  
(referred to as Scenarios 2.11 and 2.18 in 8.11 Approach to Scenarios [REP3-063]) . 

• As outlined in its oral submissions during Compulsory Acquisition Hearing 2 on Thursday 30th 
April, the Applicant has expedited the preparation and submission of those plans and 
documents which are of most immediate relevance from the perspective of the Examining 
Authority and other Interested Parties, including Thurrock Council, National Highways (Lower 
Thames Crossing) and Bloor Homes.    Accordingly the following documents are submitted at 
Deadline 4: 

• 2.3 Works Plans - Section H, (Revision B)  

• 8.15.1 Proposed Project Design - Scenario 18 (Table 2.18), (Revision A)  

• 8.15.2 Proposed Project Design - Permanent Features - Scenario 18 (Table 2.18), (Revision 
A)  

• 8.15.3 Class of Rights Plans - Section H - Scenario 18 (Table 2.18), (Revision A) 

Taken together, the Applicant’s Deadline 4 submissions are intended to enable a full 
understanding of the changes to the Project design and land rights as a consequence of the 
decision to proceed with Scenario B.  

The Applicant confirms that updated versions of all other application documents relevant to 

Scenario B for the connection between the proposed substation and the YYJ overhead line will 

be submitted at Deadline 5.  The Applicant will, in parallel, continue to maintain ongoing 

dialogue with each of those Interested Parties noted above. 

 

Other Design Scenarios 

In addition, the Rule 17 letter seeks further clarification from the Applicant regarding the other 
design scenarios referenced in 8.11 Approach to Scenarios [REP3-063]. 
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In order to assist the Examining Authority, the Applicant has included within 8.11 Approach to 
Scenarios (Revision B) an overarching summary table which sets out the current status of 
each of the design scenarios.   

As matters stand, the Applicant has been able to reach a decision point in respect of 9 out of 
the total of 19 design scenarios, with any remaining consequential updates to relevant 
application documents due to be made at Deadlines 5 and 6 (or earlier where possible). 

Resolution of a further 3 design scenarios is contingent upon ongoing stakeholder engagement, 
whilst the Applicant has concluded that it must necessarily retain flexibility in respect of the 
remaining 7 design scenarios for the reasons explained in 8.11 Approach to Scenarios 
(Revision B). 

The Applicant intends to provide the Examining Authority with further regular updates as to 
progress in this respect. 

 

Environmental Statement updates 

 

The ExA sought an addendum or technical note to the ES Chapters 10 (Health and Wellbeing) 
and 15 (Socio-economics, Recreation and Tourism) which compares the IMD2019 and IMD 
2025 for all local authorities, including county authorities, within which the proposed 
development is situated, along with a full technical analysis and conclusions arising from the 
comparison data.   

 

The ExA also requested the documents, or extracts from them, referenced in the applicant’s 
response to ExQ1 SET 1.2, SET 1.3 and SET 1.6 [REP3-074]. 

 

The following documents are provided: 

• 8.16 - Health and Wellbeing and Socio-Economics Recreation and Tourism Technical Note 

• 8.9.1.2 -Addendum to ExQ1 SET 1.2, SET 1.3 and SET 1.6 

 

Advice letter on bats and letters of no impediment from Natural England 

 

The ExA asked for an advice letter from Natural England dated 30 March 2026 and all letters of 
no impediment (LONI).  The applicant is in receipt of LONI in respect of badgers, hazel 
dormouse and water vole.  The following document is therefore submitted: 

• 8.9.1.1 - Addendum to ExQ1 BIO1.6 – Advice Letter on bats and letters of no-impediment 
from Natural England.   

 

Rule 17 Letter issued on 7 May 2026. 

 

The Rule 17 letter issued on 7 May 2026 [PD-020] related to item 9 on the agenda [EV2-006] 
for ISH2 which there was insufficient time to cover at the session on Wednesday 29 April 2026.  
The responses to these questions are contained in a separate document: 

• 8.17 - Response to Rule 17 Letter - Historic Environment 
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Next Steps 

We trust all is in order. If you have any queries about the content of this letter, please contact 
Ian Fletcher. 

Please acknowledge safe receipt of this letter. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Simon Pepper 

Project Director 
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